Bible Study Outline – Luke 17s. 11 – 19

Jesus heals 10 lepers

1. It would seem this was a mixed group of people comprising both Samaritans and Jews. (v.18 the word ‘except’ would seem to imply this) Given that Samaritans and Jews didn’t normally associate with each other why do they do so here?

2. They were living in the no man’s land between Samaria and Galilee. What does this suggest about their social acceptability?

3. To what extent were they in control of their lives? How would it have felt?

4. If this is a picture of the spiritual condition we also suffer from how are the answers to the questions above paralleled in our experience?

5. To what extent can we put right our spiritual condition? How is our spiritual condition actually put right?

6. In v.13 what do the lepers recognize about Jesus? What do they ask for? What might they have been expecting?

7. There is something somewhat curious about the order of events in v.14. Why do you think Jesus did it this way?

8. Since Jesus had told them to ‘go’ why was he lamenting the fact that only one came back to give thanks. Weren’t the rest doing as Jesus had told them?

9. Vs. 15 & 16 have 6 distinct elements connected with the Samaritan’s return. What are they? What is there relevance to you and to me?

10. Vs . 17 & 18 suggest Jesus was with his disciples at this point. What exactly has trouble Jesus so that he speaks in this way? Would it have been different if it had been a Jewish person who had returned to give thanks? What is the relevance to you and to me?  

11. In v.19 what is the attribute of the Samaritan that Jesus praises? Jesus tells him to ‘rise’. What does that action imply?

